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Boston Arts Academy, a pilot school within Boston Public Schools, 

prepares a diverse community of aspiring artists-scholars-global citizens 

to be successful in their college or professional careers and to be 

engaged members of a democratic society. As the city’s only public  

high school for the visual and performing arts, BAA’s competitive arts 

and college preparatory education creates opportunities that would  

not otherwise be available. Founded in 1998, Boston Arts Academy  

has been recognized as a leader in arts education by the President’s 

Council on the Arts and Humanities, the GRAMMY Foundation, the  

John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, and the National 

Education Policy Center.

The Boston Arts Academy Foundation, an independent 501(c)(3) 

nonprofit organization established in 1999, raises essential funds for 

Boston Arts Academy. Each year, Boston Arts Academy Foundation 

must bridge the gap between the school’s allocation from Boston 

Public Schools and the true cost of a high-quality education that is 

both arts-intensive and college preparatory. Support from foundations, 

corporations, and individual donors is crucial to the school’s ability to 

offer a comprehensive arts and academic education.

This Annual Report is produced by Boston Arts Academy Foundation  
and is dedicated to the Class of 2023.

Denella J. Clark, Editor-in-Chief
Tyrone Sutton, Editor-in-Chief
Grace Baljon, Senior Editor
Annie Hayes, Writer
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On September 7, 2022, Boston Arts Academy kicked off 
its second year in the new school building and continued 
the celebration of 25 years of educating Boston’s next 
generation of creatives. Boston Arts Academy Foundation 
exists to ensure that students have the resources and 
opportunities that they need to follow their dreams.

This year’s Annual Report theme is SPACES which 
encapsulates the informative journey our students 
embarked upon over the past year. It was a year of 
exploration, growth, and empowerment—during which our 
students were given the opportunity to truly make their 
mark within our educational and cultural community, both 
from inside and outside the walls of our new building. 

This year's Annual Report theme of SPACES reflects the 
significance of BAA's physical and metaphorical spaces. 

Boston Arts Academy creates space—an environment that 
fosters innovation, creativity, and growth. We are committed 
to carving out spaces where students can explore their 
potential. We have tailored high tech environments that 
inspire them to think, dream, and achieve. 

At Boston Arts Academy, we hold space—we cultivate  
a supportive and inclusive space that welcomes diversity, 
fosters a sense of belonging, and ensures that every voice  
is heard and valued. 

Our students are encouraged to claim space—to boldly  
step into their roles as scholars, artists, and global  
citizens and share their narratives, celebrate their 
achievements, and stand tall amidst challenges that  
arise in the world in which they live. 

Your support as donors and community members helps foster all of this dynamic growth  
in Boston’s only fully inclusive public high school for the visual and performing arts. 

Thank you for supporting Boston Arts Academy, Boston Arts Academy Foundation, and all the SPACES  
in which our students will explore, grow, and celebrate. We invite you to join us by investing in and helping  
to secure the future of Boston Arts Academy’s diverse, hardworking, and talented students. 

We are offering you a space—to make your mark. 

With gratitude, 

DEAR FRIENDS,

A MESSAGE FROM  
OUR LEADERSHIP

(left to right)

Jeff Rosica, Chairman of BAAF Board of Directors,  
Ruth E. Carter, BAAF Board Member and MC at HONORS 2023,  

Denella J. Clark, BAAF President and CEO,  
Robert Chambers, Chairman of BAA Board of Trustees,  

and Tyrone Sutton, BAA Interim Head of School
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BAA’S YEAR
IN REVIEW

JULY 8, 2022
Senior Gabriela Mendez Martinez is 
included in the Boston Globe’s “Boston’s 
faces of excellence: Meet the 2022 public 
school valedictorians” article
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1.6% East Boston

3.6%

Boston Arts Academy’s student 
population represents the city’s 
diversity and neighborhoods.

RESIDENCY 

Chinatown
.4%

North End
.6%

Back Bay
1.4%

LATINX (49%)

BLACK (37%)

CAUCASIAN (9%)

MULTI-RACIAL (4%)

ASIAN (1%)

REPRESENTATION

Temporary
.6%

FULL INCLUSION

Founded in 1998, Boston Arts Academy is a full inclusion 
school where students with learning differences are educated 
alongside their peers. Boston Arts Academy’s admissions 
process is also academic-blind. The school only reviews 
students’ prior grades and learning or behavioral challenges 
after they have been accepted. 

Our school model—to help students succeed  
by leading with their strengths—is proven  
and praised. 

The late Sir Ken Robinson, a renowned leader in education, 
observed that Boston Arts Academy taps into students’ creative 
energy and passions, which engages them in other parts of 
the school’s curriculum. Boston Arts Academy’s model helps to 
ensure that student achievement increases in the arts as well 
as academics, explaining how, for nine straight years, 97% of 
BAA’s graduating students have been accepted to college.

64.4%  
of BAA students  

come from economically 
disadvantaged families.

35% 
of students entered 
 9th grade reading  
below grade level. 

37.9%  
speak languages other 
than English at home. 

19.2% 
have documented 

learning challenges that 
require instructional 

accommodations.

TALENT IS EVENLY   
DISTRIBUTED,  
BUT OPPORTUNITY  
IS NOT.

2022–23 STUDENT 
DEMOGRAPHICS

STUDENTS
494

IN 2022–23, BOSTON ARTS ACADEMY 
PROVIDED OPPORTUNITY TO

GRADUATES
98
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JULY 27, 2022
Dorian Parker is highlighted  
on the Tanglewood Institute’s 
“BU Voices”

JULY 29, 2022
Students tour their new 
school for the f irst time

Anna Maria College
Arcadia College
Arizona University
Berklee College of Music
Boston Architectural College
Boston Conservatory
Boston University
Bridgewater State University
Bunker Hill Community College
Central Washington University
Clark Atlanta University
Clarkson University
College of Mount Saint Vincent
Columbia College Chicago
Curry College
Dean College
DeSales University
Drexel University
Eastern Kentucky University
Emerson College
Emmanuel College
Endicott College
Fisher College
Fisk University

Fitchburg University
Florida Memorial University
Framingham State University
Franklin Cummings Tech
Georgia State University
Hampton University
Hood College
Howard University
Ithaca College
Landmark College
Lasell University
Lesley University
Louisiana State University
Maine College of Art  

and Design
Manhattan College
Massachusetts College  

of Art and Design
Massachusetts College  

of Pharmacy and Health 
Sciences–Boston

MassBay Community College
Merrimack College
Montserrat College of Art

Morgan State University
Montclair State University
North Carolina  

Central University
Nichols College
Norfolk State University
Northeastern University
North Shore  

Community College
Otis College of Art and Design
Pace University
Penn State University
Regis College
Roxbury Community College
Rutgers University
Salem State University
Savannah College of Art  

and Design
Skidmore College
School of the Museum of  

Fine Arts at Tufts University
Spelman College
Stonehill College
Stony Brook College

Suffolk University
Temple University
The New School
UMass Amherst
UMass Boston
UMass Dartmouth
UMass Lowell
University of Alabama
University of Hartford
University of Maine
University of Rhode Island
University of San Francisco
University of Southern  

New Hampshire
University of the Arts
Wentworth Institute  

of Technology
Westfield State University
Wheaton College 
Winston Salem State University
Worcester State University
Xavier University

HIGHER ED SPACE
For the ninth year in a row, at least 97% of the graduating class was accepted to college.
Nearly 2,000 students are supported by the BAA Alumni Board and Association.

BAA CLASS OF 2023 SENIORS WERE ACCEPTED TO

Anonymous (2)
Laura Alpert, in honor of  

Valerie Becker-Nogueira (BAA ’03)
 Grace Baljon
 Barricklo Family, in honor of  

Jonah B. Barricklo (BAA ’19)
Valerie Becker-Nogueira
Ralph Bradley Prizes
Cambridge Trust Company

Carole Charnow
Denella J. Clark
Fenway Music Company 
Betty Francisco
James and Kathleen Heffernen
Albert Holland
Christine M. McGroddy
Frances Sykes Moyer
NBT II Foundation

Elizabeth and Robert Pozen
Survival By Design
Suzanne and Peter Read 
Kristen Standish
Maura Tierney, in memory of Nan Tierney
Helen Waters
Jerry Wheelock and Elizabeth Wood
Katherine B. Winter

Boston Arts Academy Foundation raised 
$230,000 in college scholarship funding 
for the Class of 2023 through individual and 
institutional support. Forty-seven of BAA’s  
98 graduating seniors received scholarships 
and every graduate received a $250 Target gift  
card to help kick-start their next chapter. 

 80+ INSTITUTIONS 

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING BOSTON ARTS ACADEMY’S 2023 GRADUATES!
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BAA’S YEAR
IN REVIEW

SEPTEMBER 8, 2022
Students are welcomed  
back with the annual  
BAA Pep Rally

SEPTEMBER 14, 2022
Students learn to light 
the stage for the f irst  
time in the new building

BIDDING A FOND 
FAREWELL

DR. ANNE ROGERS CLARK 
DEDICATED AN INCREDIBLE 
25+ YEARS TO BOSTON ARTS 
ACADEMY AND RECENTLY 
BID FAREWELL TO HER 
ROLE AS HEAD OF SCHOOL, 
MARKING THE TRANSITION 
OF AN IMPACTFUL ERA
During her tenure, Dr. Anne Rogers Clark 
has been an inspirational leader, shaping 
Boston Arts Academy into the exceptional 
educational institution it is today. Under 
her leadership as Head of School, Boston 
Arts Academy has grown by more than 
100 students; expanded its curriculum 
to include three Chapter 74-approved 
vocational-technical programs; increased 
dual enrollment college course offerings 
and innovative artistic opportunities; and, 
from planning to fruition, led the school-
based process for Boston Arts Academy’s 
new building.

Her unwavering commitment to 
academic and creative excellence, 
inclusivity, and community engagement 
has left an indelible mark on our BAA 
school community. While she will be 
missed, Dr. Clark’s accomplishments and 
the profound impact she has had on our 
students, faculty, staff, and community 
will continue on. We are determined to 
uphold the standards of excellence  
she set.

Says Mary Skipper, Superintendent of 
Boston Public Schools, “I want to thank 
Anne for her extraordinary service to the 
Boston Arts Academy community and 
all of her efforts to improve outcomes, 
opportunities and facilities at the school. 
Boston Arts Academy is in a stronger 
position today because of her leadership 
and I am grateful.”

Dr. Anne Rogers Clark with Boston Arts Academy 
 students and parents at Parents’ Night, 1999

“In my 26 years at Boston Arts 
Academy, eleven as Head of 
School, I have witnessed our 
community evolve and thrive. 
Our community’s resilience, 
dedication, and commitment 
to our students’ success has 
been, and will continue to be, 
an inspiration to me. I am truly 
grateful for the opportunity 
to have been a part of this 
incredible journey.” 
— Dr. Anne Rogers Clark
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SEPTEMBER 16, 2022
Ruth E. Carter gives a 
Masterclass focused on 
inspiration, creation, and  
a life of applying culture  
to art and fashion

OCTOBER 6, 2022
The Spirituals Ensemble performs 
for Mayor Michelle Wu and Boston 
Public Schools off icials at the new 
school’s ribbon cutting ceremony 

AN HISTORIC VOTE
In the fall of 2022, the Boston School 
Committee voted unanimously to name 
the new Boston Arts Academy school 
building in honor of Dr. Elma I. Lewis, who 
devoted her life to bringing culture into 
the lives of Boston’s African American 
community. She founded the Elma Lewis 
School of Fine Arts—offering a robust 
program to Boston’s African American 
community in art, drama, music, dance, 
and costume design—and is the founder 
of the National Center of Afro-American 
Artists (NCAAA). She is a graduate of 
Emerson College and Boston University.  
Dr. Lewis is one of the first recipients of 
the MacArthur Foundation Fellowship 
for her dedicated work in the arts and 
also received the Presidential Medal for 
the Arts from President Ronald Regan. 
Her legacy will continue to inspire our 
BAA students for years to come.

Sutton received his bachelor’s degree 
in Music Education from Texas State 
University-San Marcos, his master’s 
degree in education with a concentration 
in arts education from Harvard University 
Graduate School of Education, and 
a graduate certificate from Boston 
University’s Creative Educational 
Leadership Institute. He was also the 
recipient of a fellowship from the  
Rockefeller Brothers Fund. 

In addition to his work at Boston Arts 
Academy, Sutton serves as the principal 
organist at the Historic Charles Street 
A.M.E. Church in Boston. He has also 
served as a Teaching Fellow with Boston 
Children’s Chorus and as Vocal Ensemble 
Director for Berklee City Music.

Sutton is Interim Head of School for 
the 2023–2024 school year as BAA’s 
Governing Board leads a process to  
fill the position permanently.

Tyrone Sutton, Interim Head of School 
for the 2023–2024 school year

BAA'S TYRONE SUTTON 
STEPS UP AS INTERIM  
HEAD OF SCHOOL

Since 2008, Tyrone Sutton has held 
various teaching and leadership roles  
at Boston Arts Academy including Dean 
of Arts. He also served as Chair of the 
Humanities Department and Co-Chair  
of the Music Department. 

Sutton is the founder of Boston Arts 
Academy’s award-winning Spirituals 
Ensemble which has performed state-
wide and with leading artists. Prior to  
his work at Boston Arts Academy,  
Sutton worked in arts education and 
policy at the Arts Education Partnership 
in Washington D.C. and served as 
Assistant for the Coordinator for Visual 
and Performing Arts for Cambridge  
Public Schools in Cambridge, MA. 

NAMING A SPACE
The Boston Arts Academy building has been named for Dr. Elma I. Lewis, American arts educator  
and founder of the National Center of Afro-American Artists and The Elma Lewis School of Fine Arts.

Mayor Michelle Wu, BPS Superintendent Mary Skipper, BAA student Shaumba-Subira Dibinga-
Robinson, Kafi Meadows (niece of Elma Lewis), Edmund Barry Gaither (Director of NCAAA 

Museum), Darnley Corbin, Jr., BAAF President & CEO Denella J. Clark, Jeri Robinson (BPS School 
Committee Chair), Dr. Anne R. Clark, and Antoine Melay, Jr. (BAAF Board of Directors member  

and Audit Committee Chair) at the school's building renaming ceremony in May 2023
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BAA’S YEAR
IN REVIEW

Check out the Shrek! 
The Musical program 

book to learn about the 
production’s student 

artists and creative team.

To learn more about 
BAAF's 2024 Champion 
Reception, please visit 

www.baafdn.org or email 
giving@baafdn.org.

OCTOBER 8, 2022
Boston Arts Academy Foundation’s 
signature event and largest 
fundraiser of the year raises $2.3M 
to fund BAA arts programming

NOVEMBER 18, 2022
Sophomore dancers 
experienced a unique 
dance lesson from 
Celebrity Series’  
Donovan Reed

CREATING SPACE
SHREK! THE MUSICAL
The first all-student-major production in BAA’s new 500-seat state-
of-the-art theatre was Shrek! The Musical. The show, which ran 
from March 16 to March 19, 2023, was the school’s first in-person 
production since before the COVID-19 pandemic. Directed by BAA’s 
Artistic Director Maura Tighe, Shrek! The Musical was chosen 
because it enabled students to demonstrate a range of acting 
abilities, vocal skills, and technical understanding by using all of  
the new equipment in the school’s thoughtfully designed facility. 
The show, which celebrates the power of being one’s true self,  
was also chosen because of the themes of inclusiveness and the 
welcoming of the diverse and underrepresented.

“The work being done by Boston Arts Academy 
Foundation is critical towards the advancement of 
arts and academic education in our city. Champion 
Reception is a great example of how our community 
leaders can come together to support the highly 
talented and creative students at Boston Arts Academy.” 

— Former Boston Mayor Kim Janey

Victoria (BAAF Advisory Council Chair) 
and John (BAAF Board Member) Dozier 

served as 2023 Champion Reception  
Event Co-Chairs
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DECEMBER 21, 2022
The Spirituals Ensemble  
performs on NBC Hub Today 

At BAA, students are immersed in an environment that fosters innovation, creativity, and 
growth. Our commitment to carving out spaces where students can explore their potential  
is a testament to our dedication to their holistic development. From redesigned classrooms, 
a new theatre to collaborative workspaces, we’ve tailored environments that inspire students 
to think, dream, and achieve beyond boundaries.

CHAMPION RECEPTION
On Thursday, March 16, 2023, Boston Arts Academy Foundation 
and event Co-Chairs John and Victoria Dozier hosted the Champion 
Reception at House of Blues where City of Boston Mayor Michelle 
Wu and former Mayor Kim Janey were celebrated as Champions. 
The Champion Award recognizes individuals who embody the 
school’s commitment to the arts, scholarship, and citizenship. We 
were thrilled to celebrate Mayor Wu and former Mayor Janey—our 
city’s first two female mayors—during Women’s History Month. 

“Both women are trailblazers in their own right, and both believe 
so deeply and passionately in the arts...they also believe strongly 
in urban education,” said Denella J. Clark, Boston Arts Academy 
Foundation’s President and CEO. “Many of the students at  
Boston Arts Academy look like and represent both Mayor Wu  
and Mayor Janey.”

Following the Champion Reception, guests including Mayor Wu and 
Mayor Janey walked to BAA's new theatre to attend the opening 
night production of Shrek! The Musical.

Save the date for next year’s Champion Reception to be held on 
March 21, 2024 honoring Hector Piña and Dr. Aisha Miller and 
chaired by Dylan Leavitt. Visit baafdn.org (and page 25 of this 
report) for more information and sponsorship opportunities.

Former Boston Mayor Kim Janey, current Boston Mayor Michelle Wu,  
and Boston Arts Academy Foundation President & CEO Denella J. Clark  

at the 2023 Champion Reception

DECEMBER 2022
Students show off their  
talents at the annual BAA 
Winterfest showcasing 
instrumental, dance,  
and choral concerts
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BAA’S YEAR
IN REVIEW

DECEMBER 21, 2023
Fashion Technology students  
open a winter pop up shop 
with clothing and goods 
designed from eco-friendly, 
upcycled materials

JANUARY 19, 2023
Junior Design + Visual 
Communication and  
Studio Art students present 
a gallery show entitled 
Enhanced Worlds 

HOLDING SPACE
HEALTH AND WELLNESS PROGRAM 
Boston Arts Academy’s Health and Wellness Program supports  
the medical, mental health, and social-emotional needs of all 
students. Staffed by Dr. Kwame Dance, a clinical psychologist,  
a school nurse, health educators, and clinical and nursing interns,  
the program strives to provide early identification and treatment  
of psychological and social-emotional concerns.

The Health and Wellness Program at Boston Arts Academy offers 
a range of clinical services to students and their families, including 
crisis intervention, in-person and telehealth counseling support, 
group counseling, mentoring, and case management support. 
Services are provided at no cost to students or their families. 

HEALTH CLASS
Boston Arts Academy partners with the Boston Public Health 
Commission to embed health curriculum in our Physical Education 
program. Students are required to take one semester per year. 
Classes cover topics such as coping with anxiety and depression, 
healthy relationships, substance abuse education, decision-making, 
and sexual health. 

ADVISORY
All students are assigned to an Advisory with approximately 12 other 
students within the same arts major, but in mixed grade levels. This 
supportive group meets two times per week. Students have the 
same Faculty Advisor throughout their time at BAA, which ensures 
that each student is known well by at least one adult in the building. 

CIRCLE PRACTICE
Circle Practice is an integral part of Boston Arts Academy's school 
culture. It is used to build community, establish norms, and to 
proactively restore justice when challenges arise. In a safe and 
supportive space, students are encouraged to speak and listen 
to each other from the heart. Studies have found that behaviors 
change when students are held accountable for their actions by 
peers and Boston Arts Academy offers training for students to 
become Circle Leaders. Following their training, Circle Leaders  
can lead any level of intervention.

70% of the school population is receiving school support services.

Students share what makes their Boston Arts Academy  
teachers so special during Teacher Appreciation Week
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JANUARY 21, 2023 
Theatre majors stage  
a performance of  
The Crucible

FEBRUARY 7, 2023
Grammy Award-winning 
rapper and record producer 
Lupe Fiasco teaches students 
about the music business

FEBRUARY 10, 2023 
Tai Jimenez, School 
Director of The Dance 
Theatre of Harlem, 
gives students a class 
on “the dancer’s gaze”

At BAA, we’ve cultivated a supportive and inclusive atmosphere that embraces diversity, 
fosters a sense of belonging, and ensures that every student’s voice is valued. In addition to 
physical space, BAA offers emotional space. Here, students can express themselves freely, 
challenge their ideas, and feel supported on their journey of self-discovery.

STUDENT GROUPS
Student groups offer opportunities for students to further their skill 
sets and interests with like-minded peers. 

•	 Girls Group supports young women as they find their 
voice, define their goals and dreams, and develop their 
pride and self-confidence. 

•	 Men on the Rise provides BAA’s young men with 
mentoring and personal and professional development. 

•	 Student Alliance for Equality (S.A.F.E.) provides space 
for students to discuss their feelings and fears regarding 
identity, orientation, and gender identity to help fight 
prejudice and discrimination. 

•	 Social Justice Group provides an opportunity for students 
to build effective advocacy and communication skills 
while learning methods to develop multi-systemic 
interventions to support school-wide anti-racist initiatives.

•	 Quiet Lunch serves students who exhibit challenges in 
social interaction with sensory integration. In a small 
group, students engage in social skill building, develop 
coping strategies, and practice mindfulness activities.

•	 Executive Functioning Group provides students tools 
for time management, self initiation, organization, self 
regulation, and distress tolerance through group activities. 

•	 Peer Mediation introduces 20 students to an evidence-
based peer mediation model consisting of 20 hours of 
training. Upon completion, students are able to mediate 
minor conflicts between their peers.

Whether enjoying the roof deck or singing lunchtime  
karaoke on the Gathering Stair, every space in the school 

provides an opportunity for connection and creativity
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BAA’S YEAR
IN REVIEW

MARCH 16, 2023
Shrek! The Musical,  
takes over the main 
stage theatre

CLAIMING SPACE
BOSTON FASHION WEEK 
Four students majoring in Fashion Technology participated in 
Boston Fashion Week 2022 through the Peers + Pros Project, 
a creative learning initiative that pairs students with a team of 
professionals from the Koch Institute, the Heide Maker Hub  
at the MIT Museum, Boston Public Library’s Teen Central, and  
School of Fashion Design, Boston. The collaboration resulted 
in Science Surfaces, a capsule collection of body coverings and 
accessories that served as canvases for digital prints of ideas 
inspired by award-winning biomedical images produced by  
life science research labs at MIT. 

After visiting the Koch Institute Public Galleries to tour the 2022 
Image Awards exhibition and learn about the science behind the 
images, the teams formulated and refined their design concepts 
through research and development meetings about zero-waste 
design strategies. They further expanded their skill set by creating 
accessories to accompany the textile design in a series of hands-on 
3D printing workshops. 

The experience culminated in a runway presentation as part of the 
Cambridge Science Festival’s Fashion Day and opening day of 
Boston Fashion Week. The students, their collaborators, and the 
scientists whose images inspired their work provided the audience 
with reflections afterwards. The designs and images remained  
on display until early spring. 

“Once we learned that this project was focused on 
sustainability and creating zero-waste garments,  
it pushed us all to think outside of the box.” 

— BAA Fashion Tech Student Fiona Shine Duncan 

BAA’s Fashion Tech program students Fiona Shine Duncan, 
Emerald Garcia, Alison Benavides Lopez and Jaileen Mercado 

were invited to be part of a Boston Fashion Week team that 
included professionals at Koch Institute Public Galleries,  
MIT Museum’s Maker Lab, Boston Public Library’s Teen 

Central, and School of Fashion Design, Boston

MARCH 16, 2023
Boston Arts Academy Foundation 
holds 2023 Champion Reception 
and honors Mayor Michelle Wu 
and former Mayor Kim Janey’s 
commitment to the arts,  
scholarship, and citizenship 
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MARCH 18, 2023
Karla Duque accepts the Gold Key 
for her illustration and design 
of Langston Hughes’ poem, 
The Weary Blues, at the 100th 
Scholastic Awards ceremony

APRIL 28, 2023
Grade 9 Studio Art  
exhibit shows students’  
new works

At BAA, students are empowered to claim their narratives and celebrate their achievements. 
Here, students develop confidence, are encouraged to seize opportunities, and feel inspired 
to make a meaningful impact as scholars, artists, and global citizens. 

GOVERNOR HEALEY’S INAUGURATION
To celebrate the historic inauguration of the nation’s first all-
women executive team of Governor Maura Healey and Lieutenant 
Governor Kim Driscoll, Boston Arts Academy’s Spirituals Ensemble 
was invited to perform the National Anthem at the Moving the Ball 
Forward celebration at TD Garden on January 5, 2023. This group 
performed alongside headliner Brandi Carlile and Todd Angilly, a 
classically trained opera singer who is the national anthem singer 
for the Boston Bruins. Additional performers included Boston Gay 
Men’s Chorus, DJ Frenchy, Abilities Dance Company, Witch Pitch, 
OOMPA, and Sci Tech. The performance was broadcast on WBZ-TV 
and also streamed on the Statehouse website.

CALL OF COURAGE
Boston Arts Academy students performed in Call of Courage at 
Roxbury Community College alongside Urbanity’s Professional 
Company and Brighter Boston. Featuring choreography set 
to powerful stories of perseverance from Boston’s youth, the 
performance projected an image of courage to honor personal  
truths of growing up in today’s society. 

PORTRAITS OF PRIDE 
At Boston Arts Academy Foundation, we celebrate our BAA  
students and their right to express their individuality, both 
professionally and personally, all year round. We were honored to 
have our own Interim Head of School, Tyrone Sutton, recognized 
as a luminary of Massachusetts’ LGBTQ+ community, and featured 
in the Portraits of Pride art installation, along with his husband 
Reverend Brandon Thomas Crowley. Portraits of Pride was an 
LGBTQ+ photography installation by John Huet on display at  
Boston City Hall Plaza through June 30, 2023. We are proud to  
create safe spaces for our BAA LGBTQ+ students and allies.

BAA’s Spirituals Ensemble performed at the Moving the Ball 
Forward inaugural celebration for Governor Maura Healey  

and Lieutenant Governor Kim Driscoll in January 2023
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MAY 3, 2023 
BAA Spirituals Ensemble gives 
a performance LIVE on WGBH’s 
Boston Public Radio After 
Hours: A Conversation With 
Congresswoman Ayanna Pressley

CELEBRATING 
COMMENCEMENT

CONGRATULATIONS TO 
BOSTON ARTS ACADEMY’S 
CLASS OF 2023!
On Monday, June 12, Boston Arts 
Academy’s Class of 2023 celebrated 
Commencement at the MGM Music Hall 
in Boston’s Fenway neighborhood.

“When I asked you what you [the 
graduates] will miss the most about 
BAA, and what you are most proud of 
accomplishing at BAA, the majority of 
you gave the exact same answer for both 
questions—the community you created 
through your art,” said former BAA Head 
of School, Dr. Anne Rogers Clark. 

Students, families, faculty, and friends 
enjoyed student highlights from each 
major, including a performance by the 
award-winning Spirituals Ensemble. 

SUPPORT THE CLASS OF 2024
Boston Arts Academy Foundation invites 
you to support current students in the 
following ways:

•	 Support general student needs  
with a gift of any size

•	 Create a named scholarship with  
a donation of $1,000 or more

•	 Establish an ongoing, multi-year 
named scholarship fund with your 
donation of $2,500 or more

Donate today to ensure 
that Boston Arts Academy’s 
talented, hard-working, and 
creative leaders continue to 

thrive in college and beyond.

Please visit page 3 for recognition of  
Class of 2023 scholarship supporters.

This year’s Commencement Speaker, 
award-winning costume designer 
Charlese Antoinette Jones, encouraged 
the seniors: “I feel it’s my responsibility to 
lift as I climb, and I hope that as you go on 
your journey you do the same.” After the 
graduates received their diplomas, the 
entire venue sang along (and lit up their 
phones!) with the Class of 2023 in their 
rendition of Come Dream With Us.

Jerome Smith, Head of Community 
Affairs, New England Region at Amazon, 
Pamela D.A. Reeve, Chairwoman of 
the Board for the Women’s Edge, Ann 
Sousa, Executive Director of Brighter 
Boston, and visual artist Rob ‘ProBlak’ 
Gibbs were each honored with a Boston 
Arts Academy Foundation SuperSTAR 
Award in recognition of their leadership, 
generous philanthropic support, tireless 
commitment to Boston Arts Academy’s 
students, and advancing the mission of 
Boston Arts Academy. 

Boston Arts Academy Foundation  
President & CEO Denella J. Clark presented 

$250 Target gift cards to each graduate

Interim Head of School Tyrone Sutton, Eugene Roundtree, Secondary School Superintendent, 
Dr. Anne Rogers Clark, and BAA Commencement Speaker Charlese Antoinette Jones
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MAY 18, 2023 
Seniors display new works 
in the Visual Arts + Design 
show, Steal Our Art

MAY 19, 2023
During the BAA Film 
Festival, aspiring 
f ilmmakers screen ten  
short f ilms from drama  
to romance, heartbreak, 
and documentaries

MAY 20, 2023
25th Anniversary 
Dance Springfest 

Boston Arts Academy seniors perform  
Come Dream With Us at graduation

Jerome Smith received a BAAF SuperSTAR Award

SPOTLIGHT ON ALUMNI
BAA ALUM VALERIE BECKER-NOGUEIRA (‘03) 
HAS JOINED BAAF AS DIRECTOR OF EVENTS  
AND CORPORATE PARTNERSHIPS
BAAF was thrilled to welcome Valerie Becker-Nogueira (‘03), 
a member of BAA’s third graduating class, into her new role of 
managing the Foundation’s events and major fundraisers and 
cultivating corporate partnerships in our community. As the 
founding chair of the Boston Arts Academy’s Alumni Board 
and Association, she has been pivotal in establishing a robust 
organization of nearly 2,000 BAA alumni spanning 26 states and 
beyond. Her leadership has been instrumental in creating a solid 
foundation that continues to connect talented individuals from  
the Boston Arts Academy community. 

Expressing enthusiasm for her new role, Valerie emphasizes her 
dedication to supporting students, recognizing the pivotal role 
that Boston Arts Academy played in her own life. She expressed 
gratitude for the opportunity to study dance and attend Emerson 
College, experiences that shaped her into the person she is today.

Valerie Becker-Nogueira (‘03) at the BAA Alumni Board  
and Association Ribbon Cutting Ceremony at BAA



14     BOSTON ARTS ACADEMY | 2023 ANNUAL REPORT

BAA’S YEAR
IN REVIEW

JUNE 2, 2023
Reign fashion show representing 
the idea of individuality and self-
expression is the f irst Fashion 
Technology show in the new 
school building 

MAY 23, 2023 
Audience members enjoy 
the performances of our 
talented Music majors 
performing at Springfest

JOIN OUR BUILDING OUR  
FUTURE CAMPAIGN
Launched in 2018, the Building Our 
Future Campaign was strategically 
designed in response to the 
announcement of a new building for 
Boston Arts Academy. While our new, 
state-of-the-art school building—long 
a dream—opened in September 2022, 
Boston Arts Academy continues to rely on 
philanthropy, now more than ever before.

Boston Arts Academy was founded 
by Boston’s ProArts Consortium as a 
public-private partnership, a model 
dependent on philanthropy. Boston 
Arts Academy relies on Boston Arts 
Academy Foundation to raise critical 
funds to support the school’s annual 
budget, to innovate, to respond to 
urgent needs, to provide specialized 
equipment and technology, and to 
ensure the school’s future. The Building 
Our Future Campaign raises funds for 
annual arts programming, equipment 
and technology, flexible cash reserves and 
endowment, and Campaign operations.

To date, BAA Foundation has 
raised more than $25 million 
towards the $35 million goal  
of the seven-year campaign.

The Building Our Future Campaign will 
close on June 30, 2025 with a goal of 
$35 million. This funding ensures that 
both today and the future are bright for 
a growing student body of Boston’s most 
talented young people. In turn, they serve 
the city of Boston and beyond as artists-
scholars-global citizens.

However beautiful, the new school 
building is only the beginning. It’s the 
people and programs that matter most 
and need support.

SUPPORT BAA’S 
FUTURE TODAY

“The Building Our Future Campaign fuels the ongoing 
mission to develop our young people into the thoughtful, 
imaginative citizens, leaders, and artists our city needs. 
It is an honor to collaborate with Boston Arts Academy, 
Boston Arts Academy Foundation, and Boston Public 
Schools on this all-important work.” 

— Mayor Michelle Wu

Dr. Anne Rogers Clark with Building Our Future Campaign donors and  
BAA parents (P’20) Elizabeth Wood and Jerry Wheelock (former BAAF board 

member), with Denella J. Clark outside the newly named Scene Shop

To learn more about 
the Building Our Future 
Campaign or make a 
gift, please visit:

Inside the Jerry Wheelock and 
Elizabeth Wood (P '20) Scene Shop
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JUNE 29, 2023
Theatre sophomore 
Brenny O’Brien 
performs an original 
monologue during 
Boston’s Pride  
Month Celebration

JUNE 12, 2023 
BAA celebrates 
commencement 
ceremony at MGM 
Music Hall graduating 
98 seniors

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE 
STEAM PROGRAM AT BAA
STEAM is the study of science, technology, 
engineering, arts, and mathematics with 
the goal of engaging students more 
deeply, improving their science and math 
knowledge, and giving them the tools 
to communicate more effectively. BAA's 
STEAM program helps bolster Boston 
Arts Academy’s education model as a 
full-inclusion school, where students 
are accepted based on commitment to 
and passion for their art—demonstrated 
through an arts audition or art portfolio 
submission—rather than their academic, 
behavioral, or learning history.

By utilizing STEAM, BAA students can 
apply their interests and passions to 
their full academic curriculum, thus 
helping them to thrive and prepare  
for professional practice.

BAA STEAM  DREAM

THE FUTURE 
OF STEAM AT 
BOSTON ARTS 
ACADEMY

Boston Arts Academy is re-committed 
to creating a space and curriculum for 
students to explore the territory where 
science, technology, engineering, art, and 
math intersect. The new school building, 
which opened in time for the 2022–2023 
school year, has a dedicated STEAM Lab 
where students have access to the tools 
needed to explore and apply STEAM  
ideas and practices. 

Help Boston Arts Academy Foundation 
fund our STEAM DREAM by donating 
today. Your support immediately 
impacts the students of BAA and their 
arts education, which will affect greater 
change in our community as our artists, 
scholars, and global citizens pursue 
their dreams.

To further elevate and fully 
incorporate STEAM programming 
at BAA, it is crucial that we 
implement these key initiatives:

•	 HIRE A STEAM DIRECTOR who  
will be responsible for all operations 
of the STEAM Lab and support  
the development of innovative  
STEAM programming.

•	 DEVELOP AN INNOVATING AND 
ENGAGING STEAM CURRICULUM 
that incorporates interdisciplinary 
experiences and involves real-world 
problems that require students to 
think critically and participate in 
hands-on learning. 

•	 OUTFIT THE STEAM LAB WITH 
MATERIALS AND TOOLS, such as a 
3-D printer and laser cutter, for the 
students to design and implement 
their own projects and experiments.

•	 PROVIDE PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES 
for BAA teachers to support the 
integration of the STEAM curriculum 
and to use the STEAM Lab’s cutting-
edge resources.

•	 MODEL EMERGING STEAM 
CURRICULUM by engaging the 
educational community—locally, 
regionally, and nationally—in 
workshops and round tables.

To learn more about our 
STEAM DREAM or make 
a gift, please visit:
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GIFTS BY MAIL
We accept cash, credit card, and check 
payments via mail. Include your contact 
information and instructions on how your 
gift should be directed. Checks may be 
made payable to Boston Arts Academy 
Foundation. Gifts can be sent to: 

Boston Arts Academy Foundation
126 Brookline Avenue, 3rd Floor
Boston, MA 02215

DONOR-ADVISED FUNDS
A donor-advised fund is a simple, tax-
smart investment. You can choose your 
grant amount, the frequency, and send 
direct payments to the Boston Arts 
Academy Foundation.

Do you have a donor-advised fund with 
Fidelity Charitable, Schwab Charitable or 
BNY Mellon? If so, you can visit DAF Direct 
and recommend a gift to the Boston Arts 
Academy Foundation.

If you have established a Donor-Advised 
Fund with another institution, please 
ask that checks be made payable to the 
Boston Arts Academy Foundation and 
mailed to:

Boston Arts Academy Foundation
126 Brookline Avenue, 3rd Floor
Boston, MA 02215

JUST A FEW WAYS 
TO GIVE

STOCK GIFTS
Giving the gift of publicly traded stock 
can provide better tax benefits than 
giving cash, and often, your deduction 
may be equal to the fair market value  
of the stock.

If you would like to donate stock to  
the Boston Arts Academy Foundation, 
please note the following:

Rockland Trust Participant DTC: #2663 
For credit to client account: #18012001 
(Boston Arts Academy Foundation 
Custody Account)

Contact our office at giving@baafdn.org 
or 617-763-1151 to let us know the type of 
stock you will be transferring and when 
you will be transferring it.

MATCHING GIFTS
Many employers sponsor matching gift 
programs and will match any charitable 
contributions made by their employees. 
They even sometimes match spouse and 
retiree giving! By completing a matching 
gift form through your company, you  
may be able to double, or even triple,  
the impact of your gift.

FACEBOOK FUNDRAISER
Social media fundraisers are simple to 
start, and people can donate to your 
fundraiser in just a few clicks, without 
ever leaving Facebook. Even better? 
Facebook does not charge any fees, so 
100% of the funds you raise go directly  
to Boston Arts Academy Foundation  
(@foundationbaa).

Please note: when launching your 
Facebook fundraiser, please clearly 
state to your followers where you’d like 
donations to go towards, for example, 
“to support Boston Arts Academy 
Foundation to fund arts programming 
and more at Boston Arts Academy.”

CAUSE MARKETING
Partner with BAA Foundation and 
show your customers and clients you 
care about Boston’s youth and public 
arts education. There are many ways to 
partner including Donate At Checkout 
programs, hosting B(AA) Days in-store, 
and Charity Classes/Experiences.

MAKE A 100% TAX-
DEDUCTIBLE DONATION 
TODAY TO SUPPORT 
BAA’S STUDENTS AS 
THEY BECOME THE NEXT 
GENERATION OF LEADERS.

To learn more about 
Ways To Give or make  
a gift, please visit:
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STATEMENTS OF 
FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES

FISCAL YEAR 2022

July 1, 2021 through June 30, 2022

Support and Other Revenue
Contributions and Grants 	 $	   3,144,681  
Other Program Revenue 	 $	  116,037 
In-kind Contributions 	 $	  218,916 
Interest Income 	 $	   4,126  
Net Investment Gain 	 $	   (400,795) 
Revenue Total 	 $ 3,082,965 

Expenses
BAA Program Support 	 $	  1,862,187 
Management and General 	 $	 525,617
Fundraising 	 $	   670,420 
Expenses Total 	 $ 3,058,224 

Increase in Net Assets 	 $	 24,741 

Net Assets, beginning of year 	$ 10,657,244 

Net Assets, end of year 	 $	10,681,985 

2022–2023 FINANCIAL STATEMENT

Audits of Boston Arts Academy Foundation’s FY 2023 and FY 2022 revenue and expenses 
were performed by Burke & Associates CPAs, Inc. 

FISCAL YEAR 2023

July 1, 2022 through June 30, 2023

Support and Other Revenue
Contributions and Grants 	 $	   4,738,998   
Other Program Revenue 	 $          -  
In-kind Contributions 	 $	      259,950  
Interest Income 	 $	        47,738   
Net Investment Gain 	 $	      388,320 
Revenue Total 	 $  5,435,006    

Expenses
BAA Program Support 	 $	  3,350,731  
Management and General 	 $	  702,486 
Fundraising 	 $	    1,103,532  
Expenses Total 	 $  5,156,749  

Increase in Net Assets 	 $	  278,257  

Net Assets, beginning of year 	$	 10,681,985

Net Assets, end of year 	 $	 10,960,242  
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CHAMPIONS
$100,000 and above

Anonymous (2)
Amazon
Avid Technology
Joshua and Amy Boger
The Boston Foundation 
Stephanie L. Brown
Marina Cappi
Barbara and Amos Hostetter
Linde Family Foundation 
Nelson Mullins
Pamela D.A. Reeve
Red Sox Foundation 
Rowland Foundation 
Drs. Lisa and Andy Sussman
Vertex Pharmaceuticals 

ARTISTS
$50,000 to $99,999

Anonymous (1)
Ashley and Paul Colleary
Cabot Family Charitable Trust 
Cummings Foundation
Lilee Dethchan and Jason Beltran
Lang Lang International Music Foundation
Liberty Mutual Foundation
Mabel Louise Riley Foundation
Steve and Susan Pollock
Public Consulting Group 
Puma SE
Katherine Chapman Stemberg and 

William J. Schnoor, Jr.
Dr. Yndia Lorick-Wilmot and  

Damian Wilmot

SCHOLARS 
$25,000 to $49,999

Anonymous (1)
American Tower Corporation
Jonathan and Maggie Baxter
Boston Globe
Cambridge Trust Company
The Clowes Fund 
Paul and Sandra Edgerley
Christine Grace
The Lewis Family
Lee Kennedy Co. Inc.
Martin Richard Foundation
NBT II Foundation 
New Commonwealth Fund

Polly Thayer Starr Charitable Trust
PSG Equity
PTC Inc.
Related Beal
Rockland Trust Bank
Jeff and Terri Rosica
Robert and Susan Schechter
Raynya C.M. Simmons and Omar Simmons
Van Otterloo Family Foundation
Wilson Butler Architects

CITIZENS
$10,000 to $24,999

David Abelman and Marilyn Weil-Abelman
Pam Allara
Avedis Zildjian
Ernie Boch Jr
Boston Medical Center
Brett Bostrack
Ronald G. Casty and Nicole Casty and 

Jonathan Vignati
Petrina and Kevin Cherry
Ciccolo Family Foundation
Clinton H. and Wilma T. Shattuck  

Charitable Trust
Cogan Family Foundation
Michael H. Douvadjian and Lynne Brainerd
Mark Ethier
Fenway Music Company
Fenway Sports Management
Sandra Gordon
Lara Hurley
iHeartMedia
ImpactAssets
Joanne and David Kelleher
Manganaro Northeast, LLC
Dr. Katie McBrine
MeetBoston
MelroseMAC
Caroline Mortimer
NBCU Boston
Beth Neustadt
Christopher and Nancy Oddleifson
Pappas Enterprises, Inc. 
Glenn and Faith Parker
Perkins Eastman
Ralph Bradley Prizes
RbR Entertainment Group LLC
Suzanne and Peter Read
Rubin and Rudman, LLP
Robert Samuels
Schrafft Charitable Trust
Kathy and Gary Sharpless

Richard L. Smith
Rose Staram
Maura Tierney, in memory of Nan Tierney
Tiny Tiger Foundation
Jerry Wheelock and Elizabeth Wood 
WS Development

DEANS
$5,000 to $9,999

Anonymous (1)
The Alchemy Foundation
Dr. Charles Anderson and  

Dr. Oneeka Williams
Beate Becker
The Bennett Family Foundation
Berklee College of Music
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Massachusetts
Boston Symphony Orchestra
Julian Braxton
Drs. Nina Calabresi and Robert Oldshue
Kevin and Julie Callaghan
Ruth E. Carter 
Denella J. Clark
City of Boston LGBTQ+ Advancement
Greg Creason
Amy and Ethan d’Ablemont Burnes
Deloitte
Eastern Bank Foundation
Linda and Michael Frieze
FTI Consulting
Yogesh Gupta
Jodi Wilinsky Hill, JWH Consulting, LLC
Dr. Mark Leiserson and Robin Socol
M.A.W. Enterprise LLC
Marina Studios
Mass Cultural Council
Massachusetts College of Art and Design
John and Laura McGivney
Steven and Cynthia Meyers
Cathy E. Minehan
New England Conservatory
nxtevent
Lee Pelton
Sedrick and Dawn Perry
Hector and Nivia Piña
Elizabeth and Robert Pozen
Gerard Riveron
Eve S. Rounds and Jonathan Rounds
Tailwind Air, LLC
John and Kate Tobin
Steve Vondran
Celeste and Scott Wilson
Z-String Entertainment

WITH GRATITUDE TO
OUR GENEROUS DONORS



19S P A C E S

TEACHERS
$2,500 to $4,999

Anonymous (2)
Kate and Ajay Agarwal
Alley Cat Crane Services, Inc.
Alma Nove
Laura Alpert
Corinne Anne Basler
Gordon, Liza and Robbie Bemis,  

in memory of Jane Marrow
Jason and Neathery Brenzel
Alice Burley
Carlysle Engineering Inc
Cavalieri Construction
The Charlotte Foundation
Covington & Burling LLP
Cox Engineering
Edmund and Colleen DiSanto
Dr. John and Mrs. Victoria Dozier
Herby Duverné
David and April Felton
Jennifer and Paul Harrington
B. Thomas Henry
Isenberg Projects
J.C.O. Trust
Christine and David Letts
Claire Levesque
Richard A MacMillan
Kristin and Paul Marcus
Roxanne E. Martinez
Massachusetts Convention  

Center Authority
Nana and Antoine Melay, Jr.
Dennis Livingston and Karen C. Moss
Frances Sykes Moyer
Denise Murphy and David White
The Music Emporium
Needham Bank
Steve and Kelly Netishen
Matt Soep
Issac Stickley
Sweeney Drywall Finishes Corporation
TG Gallagher
Andrew Toland
Steven Tompkins
Helen Waters and Peter Lloyd
Winchester Co-operative Bank
The Winsor School

ADVOCATES
$1,000 to $2,499

Anonymous (1)
A & A Window Products
The Abdal-Khallaq Family
Sumeit and Sanjay Aggarwal
Laurie Alpert and Barry Weiss
ArtsEmerson
Krystal Banfield
Joan and Steve Belkin
Kathi Blair
David Bogen
The Boston Arts Summer Institute
Boston Children’s Hospital
Boston SoftDesign
Bright Funds
The Cheviot Corporation
Benson Chu and Eugenia Chan
Costa Brothers Masonry
Katherine DeMarco
Sara and Panos Demeter
Samuel DePina
Encore Boston Harbor
Jay Fee , Esq.
Judith and John Felton
First Church of Christ, Scientist
Bill and Joyce Fletcher
Christian Flynn and Dan Schutt 
The Goldberg Family Foundation
The Honorable Deborah Goldberg
Robyn Gottschall
Eleanor and Richard Goud
Graham and Ann Gund
Kobi and Sagit Halperin
Dawn Curtis Hanley
Joseph P. Hanley, Esq.
Winlow and Marian Heard
Sharon Hessney
Linda and Tim Holiner
Improv Asylum
Todd and Kristine Isherwood
Charmain Jackman and Jeff Lahens
Sasha G. Jacobs
Tony James and Wanda McClain
The Honorable Kim Janey
Lisa and Steve Jenks
Dr. Karen Klein
Jessica Knapp
Sharon Knight
Ann Lagasse
Dylan Leavitt and Michael Libert

Grace Lee
Mark Lev
Sanford and Cynthia Levinson
Reggiena Lewis
Julie and Christopher Lovell
Doris Lowy and Paul Zigman
Karen B. Mariscal, Esq.
Dominga Martin
Michael McDonnell
Caitlin McLaughlin
Anmol Mehra
Shellee Mendes and Kyle Martin
Dr. David Nelson and Mrs. Kimberly Nelson
Northeastern University
NorthStar Asset Management Inc.
Nunez Portable Memories
Omni Boston Hotel
John and Caroline O’Neill
Opus One Winery
Myran Parker-Brass
Kristine Piaatt
Lisa Piacentino
The Plimpton - Shattuck Fund
Point32Health, Inc.
William and Lia Poorvu
Prime Touch Services, Inc.
Peter Reeve
Mary and Joe Regan
John Rei
Rhode Island Foundation
Amy Rose
Caroline and Peter Schanzer
Andrew Shapiro and Ruth Bonsignore
Mary and Steven Shapiro
David and Ginni Spencer
Patricia and David Squire
Emilie D. Steele
Jim Supple and Mary McDonald
Joseph Taupier
Ben and Kate Taylor
Pamela Taylor
Teddy Shoes
Tito’s Handmade Vodka
United Way of Massachusetts Bay and 

Merrimack Valley
Mary and Charles Vadala
Rosamond Vaule
Vivian and André Ward
Lisa Wyett
Cora Yamagata
Alexander Zapata 

On behalf of the students, faculty, and staff of Boston Arts Academy, BAA Foundation 
gratefully acknowledges the following individuals and organizations that donated to support 
Boston Arts Academy and its students between July 1, 2022 and June 30, 2023. Please contact 
us at giving@baafdn.org with any questions.
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FRIENDS
$500 to $999

Anonymous (1)
Hannah Adams
Mark and Dana Allara
AmazonSmile Foundation
Arreen Andrew
Neale and Louisa Attenborough
Elizabeth Awalt
Doug and Christine Banks
Claire Barker
Nancy Bauer
Lorraine Bigrigg
Jamie Buckner
Carole Charnow
Jerome and Joan Lebold Cohen
Gale K. and Peter S. Constable
RoAnn Costin
Dr. Karilyn Crockett
Peter Crook
De Angelis Iron Work Inc
Iris and Robert Fanger
Kathy Fazio
Fenway Beer Group
Laurence Field and Cheryl Suchors
Fred Astaire Dance Studios
Molly and Jeff Goodman
Kenneth J. Gordon
Maricel Goris
Betsy Gould and Bob Manassas
Dr. Mary K. Grant
Gregory Groover, Jr.
Daniel Guttman
Tom L. Hains
HATCH
Kevin and Michelle Hayden
Sherry Horn
Priya Howell
Ryan Iron
Emily Johnson-Martin
Abigail Keilman
Michael Kitchen
Barbara Krakow
Martin and Beth Kramer
Geraldine S. Kunstadter
James and Anne LaPlante
Arnold Reisman and Paula Lyons
Massachusetts Charitable  

Mechanic Association
Pam McDermott
Sharon Mcgowan-Spinelli
The Honorable Julia Mejia
Daniel E. Melick
Ana Miranda and Dina Scianna
Ignacio Martinez and Victoria Moule
Rick Muraida
Vinod Nambudiri, MD, MBA
Donald Nelson and Neal Balkowitsch
Stephanie O’Brien
Sunny Pai and Jocelyn Stanton
Gregory Payne
James and Veronica Perry
Jennifer and Michael Potter

Danny Rivera, Jr.
Talia Rivera
Christine Rose
Roxbury Community College
Salem Glass
Nancy Smith
Debbie and Theodore Sturman
Dan and Leslie Sullivan
Sweetwater Sound LLC
Dr. Kirk Taylor
Rachel Taylor-Neustadt
Edwin Truman
John and Kathleen Weaver
Dr. Lynn P. Wooten
Zadig & Voltaire

SUPPORTERS
Up to $499

Anonymous (5)
Jonathan Abbott and Shari Malyn
Anna Ackerman
Debi and Ashley Adams
Jennifer Adler and Seth Albaum
After School Arts Program
Quiana Agbai
David Ager
Victoria Ajene 
Randy Albelda
Jerome Albenberg
Nerlande Alcindor
Edwine Alphonse
Dorothee Alsentzer
Dee Alves
Emanuela Alves
E. Taylor Ambrose
Rina Ambrose
Jason Amos
Eileen Amy and Eduardo Bernstein
Kathryn Andrews
Paul Antonelli
Karina Arias
Raney Aronson
Arlene S. Ash
Frances J. Atherton
Barbara Augusta
Deandre Avant
Kennedy Avery
Jennifer B. Azzara and Jake Murray
Nicole Bahnam
Jossie Bailey
Jaliyah Bala
Grace Baljon
Jorge Andrés Ballesteros
Eshwar Bandi
Betsy Bard
Barricklo Family
Leslie Barros-Pina
Bridget Barrows Penn
Samil Battenfeld
Joy Bautista
Hillary Beach
Valerie Becker-Nogueira
Deborah Belle
Jonas Bellini

Jimmy Belotte
Kevin Benedix
The Benevity Community Impact Fund
Sarah Bennett
Linda Berg
Gerald Bergstein
Rosalia Bianchi
Jimmy Bierman
David Bigley and Alix White
Dean Bingham
Christopher Binns
Valeria Bogomolnaya
Janet Boguch
Kenzie Bok
Tajazziah Booth
Christina Bosch Ladd
Boston Casting, Inc.
Boys and Girls Clubs of Dorchester
Aisling Brady
Sarah Brady
Judith Bragar
Ayanna Braxton
Adriane Brayton
Christine Brennan
Edverette Brewster
James Brice, Sr.
Martyn Bridgeman
Tangela Brinson
Jennifer Brown
Emily Browning
Bonnie Brugger
Susan Burchill
Jazzy Burgess
Brittany Butler
Scott and Rachel Butler
Pamela Butz and Jeffrey Klug
Alexander Cabral
Arielle Cabral
Philip Cadet
Jay Calderin
Elaine Call
Priscilla Camacho
Annielly Camargo
Breton Caplan
Pascale Carbonara
Todd and Trish Carey
Peter Carley
Levi Carpenter
Bithiah Carter
Ilene Carver
Siyana Cater
Mike Cavanagh
Vonski Celestin
Jennie Centore
Neveah Cepeda
Catherine Tan Chan
Fernadina Chan
Kaleisha Chance 
Yuyi Chen
Emily Cherin
Libby Chiu and Peter Murray
Maha Chourafa
Stephen Churchill
Jarred Ciaccio
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Anne R. Clark and Christopher Monks
Cherita Cloy
Mike Cognata
Gina Coletti
Susan Collings
Mel Collins
Company One Theatre
Stephen Connolly
Gale Constable
Laurie Contrino
Vania Correia
Tchad Cort
Jerrell Cox
Rachael Croce
Stephen Cronin
Polly Crozier
Elizabeth and David Curtis
Nick Curtis
Lindsey Daniels
Jorge Davalos-O’Connor
Starr Davis
Yessica De Anda Acosta
Arielis de la Rosa
Leroy Deandrade
Natalie DeLeon
Sherry Dellascio
Katie DelSignore
Julie Dennehy
Diane Devore
Joan Dichele
Casey Diehl
Emma DiGirolamo
Susan and Dana DiMarzo
Maria Dominquez
Lydia Downard
Alexandra Drane
Douglas Drane
Mary Driscoll and Luke Hill
Susan Duncker
Anne Dunning
Rebecca A. Durante
Laurie Durcan
Sharon Durkan
Caitlin and Jack Durkin
Linda Durkin
Thomas Durkin
Amy Dylengoski
Susan Earabino
Janayah Ebanks
Enid Eckstein and Richard Monks
Latoyia and Jesse Edwards
Eleanor K. Egan
Mary Eich
Gabrielle Eisenberg
Aaron Ellies
Randi Ellingboe
Teresa Elsey
Anne D. Emerson
Sean Englert
David Engvall
Galicia Escarfullery
Allison Eunis
Will Eurich
Ray Fallon

Fellsway Realty, LLC. 
Michael Felsen
Maria A. Fernandez
Melissa Ferreira
Elizabeth Ferrenz
Matthew and Judith Fichtenbaum
Jazmin Figueroa
Stephanie Finklea
Kenzie Finn
Mark and Lucille Fisher
Mark Fisher
Riley Fitzgerald
Erin Fitzwilliam
Judy Flam
Martha Fox
Lynda Fraley and Jim Elliott
Marlene Francis
Betty and Paul Francisco
Michael Frank
Christina Fritsch and Kosta Demos
Shanti Fry
Edmund Barry Gaither
Danielle Galligan
Stephen Garschina-Bobrow
Erin Gaudreau
Claire Geruson
Barbara Ghartey
Elizabeth Gibbons
Heather Giurlando
Michelle Golden and Helen Onthank
Anabel Gomes
Marisela Gomez
Annette Gonsalves-Byner 
Silvia Gonzalez-Powers
Jeremy Gooden
Margaret Grady
Trinidad Grange-Kyner
Jasper Grant
Maxine Grant
Shonnese Grant
Alfred Gray, Jr.
Gerami Groover
Charly Guerrero
Rebecca Gutman
Mary Frances Gydus
Alexander Hall
Jade Ham
Molly Hanrahan
Erin Hashimoto Martell
Catina Hay
Annie and Andrew Hayes 
Virginia Hecker
James and Kathleen Heffernan
Kathy Heger-Rivera
Susan Heideman and Fred Hapgood
William Henchy
Karla Heredia
Rachel Hess
George Hicks
Gina Higgins
Jodi Hilton
Sarah Hindenach
Juleby Hirsch
Shawna Holiday

With the generous support of the Linde 
Family Foundation, Boston Arts Academy 
has successfully launched its newest Career 
Training and Education (CTE) program: 
Multimedia and Entertainment Production 
(MEP). Through this program, which provides 
career pathways for students in the design 
and technical fields of visual and performing 
arts, students participate in a four-year multi-
disciplinary curriculum integrating lighting, 
film, video production, set design, virtual 
platforms, marketing and branding, and  
stage management. 

BAA students have access to state-of-the-
art facilities for all aspects of this program 
including a sound stage for filming, a 
recording studio, and a purpose-built 
theatre. BAA's location in Boston's Fenway 
neighborhood provides opportunities for 
collaborative partnerships, including job 
shadows and internships, with Fenway  
Park/LiveNation, House of Blues, and  
MGM Music Hall. 

The Multimedia and Entertainment 
Production CTE program was recently 
approved as a Chapter 74 program, a state 
designation that requires programs to meet 
rigorous curricular and outcome-based 
qualifications, provide students with real-
world, hands-on experience with in-demand 
industries, and graduate students who are 
ready for a career in the media industry.

We are grateful to the Linde Family 
Foundation for making it possible to provide 
these opportunities for our students.

MULTIMEDIA AND  
ENTERTAINMENT 
PRODUCTION (MEP)
CAREER TRAINING AND 
EDUCATION (CTE) PROGRAM

Shooting, editing, and recording an  
all-girl rock band is one of the many  

projects the MEP students tackle

A NEW CTE
SPACE
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BOSTON ARTS ACADEMY FOUNDATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Jeff Rosica, Chairman • Donna Harris-Lewis, Vice Chair • David Felton, Treasurer • Dawn Perry, Esq., Secretary • Denella J. Clark, President and CEO,  
Ex Officio • Maggie Baxter, Marketing Committee Chair • Stephanie L. Brown, Investment Committee Chair • Antoine J. Melay, Jr., Audit Committee Chair • 
Hilina Ajakaiye • Marina Cappi • Ruth E. Carter • Petrina Cherry • John H. Dozier • Christine Grace • Joseph P. Hanley, Esq. • Mark Lev • Yndia Lorick-Wilmot, 
Ph.D. • Tim Pappas • Hector Piña • Pamela D.A. Reeve • Gabriela Salas • Dan Schutt • Raynya Simmons • Jerome Smith • Tyrone Sutton, BAA Interim Head 
of School, Ex Officio • Malik Yoba • Alexander Zapata • M. Lee Pelton, Lifetime Chairman Emeritus • Sandra Gordon, Founding Chair 

BOSTON ARTS ACADEMY FOUNDATION STAFF 
Denella J. Clark, President and CEO • Jennifer Adler, Senior Director of Marketing and Communications • Grace Baljon, Vice President of Philanthropy • 
Valerie Becker-Nogueira, Director of Events and Corporate Partnerships • Jeudi Bell, Administrative Assistant • Rahit “Rick” Datta, Accountant •  
Peter Kim, Gift Processing Manager • Mervina Rasimin, Vice President of Finance and Operations • Aleksandra Tugbiyele, Executive Assistant and Board 
Clerk • Rebecca Wallis, Manager of Annual Giving and Engagement • Joanna Wendel, Director of Institutional Giving 

BOSTON ARTS ACADEMY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Robert Chambers, • Chair of the Board / Pro Arts Rep • Krystal Banfield, Vice Chair of the Board/Pro Arts Rep • Myran Parker-Brass, Community Rep • 
Sonia Alleyne, Community Rep • Kelly Brilliant, Community Rep • Carole Charnow, Community Rep • Marie St. Fleur, Community Rep • Linda Champion, 
Community Rep • David Bogen, Community Rep • Kamilah Drummond-Forrester, Community Rep • Sakura Rosenthal, Student Rep • Destiny Martinez, 
Student Rep • Tyrone Sutton, Interim Head of School • Rimi Mallick, Staff Rep • Will Barrett, Staff Rep • Raul Garcia, Staff Rep • Michael Bradley, Staff Rep 
Alt • Shaumba-Yandje Dibinga, Family Council Co-Chair • Stephanie Rodriguez-Ruiz, Family Council Co-Chair • Ayeesha Lane, Family Rep • Stephanie 
McKay, Family Rep • Barbara Rodriguez, Family Rep • M. Lee Pelton, Life Trustee/Chair Emeritus • Kay Sloan, Life Trustee/Chair Emerita • Sandra Gordon, 
Life Trustee • Mary Regan, Life Trustee

BOSTON ARTS ACADEMY ADMINISTRATION 
Tyrone Sutton, Interim Head of School • Alicia Eberle, Assistant Head of School • Jasmine Francis, Heads Staff Assistant • Edgar Vasquez, Dean of 
Students • Joy Bautista, Dean of Student Achievement and MTSS Coordinator • Dr. Kwame Dance, Dean of Health and Wellness • Maha Chourafa, Dean 
of Educational Planning and Policy • Yarima Ariza, Director of Professional Learning and Instruction • Maura Tighe, Artistic Director • Christina Rodriguez, 
Admissions Manager • Marina Orlando, Communications Coordinator and Board Clerk 

BOSTON ARTS ACADEMY FOUNDATION ADVISORY COUNCIL 
Victoria Dozier, Chair • Pam Allara, Chair Emerita • Laura Alpert • Jason Amos • Arreen Andrew • Gordon Bannister • Beate Becker • Ron Gillyard •  
Annette Gonsalves-Byner (BAA P’11) • Leclerc Jean-Louis • Dylan Leavitt • Chris Lovell • Dominga Martin • Michael Mauceri • Gwendolyn McCoy •  
Steven D. Meyers • Karen Moss • Koren Phillips • Kathryn Raymond (BAA ‘06) • Charles J. Reedy • Jo Ann Rothschild • Kristen Standish •  
Carlos Villamil • Celeste Wilson • Free Marie (Wright) • Cora Yamagata 

BOSTON ARTS ACADEMY FOUNDATION INVESTMENT COMMITTEE 
Stephanie L. Brown, Chair • Antoine Melay, Jr. • David Felton • Donna Harris-Lewis • Yndia Lorick-Wilmot, PhD 

BOSTON ARTS ACADEMY FAMILY COUNCIL 
Stephanie Rodriguez-Ruiz, Co-Chair • Shaumba-Yandje Dibinga, Co-Chair • Randi Ellingboe, Secretary • Juith Frey, Treasurer • Antonia Finley, Citywide 
Parent Council Rep • Leticia Storm, District English Learner Advisory Committee Rep • Latiaya Grooms, BPS Special Ed Parent Advisory Council Rep

BOSTON ARTS ACADEMY FOUNDATION ALUMNI BOARD LEADERSHIP 
Bessie Maher (CA '06), Chair, Events Committee Chair • James Perry (’01), Vice Chair • Philip Cadet (CA ’06) Treasurer, Finance Committee Chair •  
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 PROARTS CONSORTIUM Berklee College of Music • The Boston Conservatory at Berklee College • Boston Architectural College 
•Emerson College • Massachusetts College of Art and Design • New England Conservatory • School of the Museum of Fine Arts at Tufts University

CITY OF BOSTON Michelle Wu, Mayor		  BOSTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS Mary Skipper, Superintendent

BOSTON SCHOOL COMMITTEE Jeri Robinson, Chair • Michael O’Neill, Vice Chair • Brandon Cardet-Hernandez • Dr. Stephen Alkins 
• Chantal Lima Barbosa • Rafaela Polanco Garcia • Elizabeth Sullivan • Quoc Tran

LEADERSHIP AND 
GOVERNANCE
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BAA HONORS 2023 
OCTOBER 14–15, 2023 
Boston Arts Academy Foundation’s signature, black-
tie event and largest fundraiser of the year was a 
full expression of support for Boston Arts Academy. 
HONORS were presented to Keenan Cooks (Dance), 
Vertex Pharmaceuticals (Civic Responsibility), Sinesia 
Karol (Fashion), Treasurer Deborah Goldberg (Lifetime 
Achievement), Panos A. Panay (Music), Bill Brett 
(Visual Arts), and Kasi Lemmons (TV + Film). The festive 
weekend was emceed by Foundation Board member 
Ruth E. Carter and hosted by Katherine Chapman 
Stemberg and William “Bill” Schnoor. For more 
information and to see photo galleries from the festive 
weekend, please visit baahonors.org. We hope you will 
join us next fall for HONORS 2024.

ENJOYING SPACE
FOR CELEBRATION

BAAF + BAA Leadership, Event Co-Chairs, and Honorees at HONORS 2023

CHAMPION RECEPTION 2024 
SAVE THE DATE: MARCH 21, 2024 
Champion Reception is one of Boston Arts Academy 
Foundation’s annual events to raise critical funds for 
arts programming, faculty, resources and more, to 
provide life-changing opportunities at BAA for our 
city’s youth. Each year, BAA Foundation recognizes 
individuals who embody the school’s commitment 
to the arts, scholarship, and global citizenship with 
the prestigious Champion Award.

Former Champions include past honorees Mayor 
Michelle Wu and Mayor Kim Janey, Governor 
Charlie Baker and Maristela Rapo of Giving the 
Glam (2022), Former First Lady of MA Diane Patrick 
(2020), Congresswoman Ayanna Pressley (2019), 
Attorney General Maura Healey (2018), and U.S. 
Secretary of Labor Martin J. Walsh (2017).

On Thursday, March 21, 2024, we will host our next 
Champion Reception at the House of Blues Boston, 
honoring Hector Piña and Dr. Aisha Miller. This 
event, led by Champion Committee Chair Dylan 
Leavitt, will be followed by the opening night 
of Simply The Best! The Life and Legacy of Tina 
Turner, an all-student-led production at Boston Arts 
Academy, featuring work and appearances from 
all five core arts majors. Previous productions have 
included Shrek! The Musical and BAA Rocks. For 
more information, please visit www.baafdn.org.

SAVE THE DATE 

Join us next year for                               on October 17, 2024 at MGM Music Hall!



GET IN TOUCH TODAY!  
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